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If  the  People  of  Pennsylvania  be,  as  they  profess,  and  as  I  verily 
believe  they  are,  desirous  to  prolong  their  free  institutions,  it  is  ne¬ 
cessary  that  they  should  introduce  and  encourage  a  mode  of  political 
discussion  more  temperate  than  the  one  heretofore  practised. 

Good  men,  of  all  parties,  perceive  the  demoralizing  effects  which 
flow  from  violence,  mutual  invective,  unfair  statement,  and  gross 
misrepresentation.  When  passions  are  indulged  the  moral  sense 
smothered,  and  every  thing  made  to  give  way  before  abuse  and  arti¬ 
fice,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  that  substantial  principle  can  remain  un¬ 
hurt,  or  be,  at  the  end  of  the  conflict,  reinstated  in  its  purity  and 
vigor.  We  should  keep  perpetual  watch  upon  our  feelings,  assuage 
them  when  exasperated,  and  eradicate  them  when  ungenerous  or  un¬ 
just  In  the  exercise  of  our  ordinary,  civil,  or  political  rights,  to  some 
of  which  too  much  value  cannot  be  ascribed,  reason,  as  enlightened 
and  impartial  as  we  can  make  it,  is  our  only  safe  or  honorable 
guide. 

That  two  parties  have  existed  ever  since  the  formation  of  our  re¬ 
public — that  their  existence  was  caused  by  a  diversity  of  opinion 
upon  a  few  abstract,  but  fundamental,  principles  of  government — 
and  that  this  diversity  of  opinion,  perpetuated  from  generation  to  gen- 
'  eration,  still  prevails,  and  still  separates,  upon  political  subjects,  our 
citizens  into  two  sections,  equally  sincere  in  their  respective  beliefs, 
are  facts,  which  no  man  of  candor  and  intelligence  can  hesitate  in 
admitting.  Nor  will  it  be  denied  that  these  two  parties,  setting 
aside  the  extravagance  into  which  the  unreflecting  advocates  of  either 
are  apt  to  run,  have  been,  and,  if  prudently  conducted,  must 
continue  to  be,  the  fertile  sources  of  their  common  country’s  freedom, 
»  security  and  greatness. 

No  American  patriot,  whose  mind  has  been  strengthened  by  the 
Isssons  of  experience  or  of  history,  will  desire  to  see  these  parties, 
founded  upon  enlarged  and  wholesome  principle,  driven  out  by  others 
founded  upon  personal  or  local  predelictions:  Nor  will  he  wish  to 
produce  that  state  of  opinion,  equally  dangerous  in  politics  as  in  re- 
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ligiow  er  morals,  which  is  sceptical  of  any  real  truth  or  excellence, 
which  sees  with  indifference  the  ascendancy  of  one  system  or  the 
other,  and  which  coldly  concludes  with  the  satyrist, 

“  Of  forms  of  government,  let  fools  contest, 

“  That  which  is  best  administer’d  is  best.” 

tVhile  we  enjoy  the  faculty  of  thought,  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  the 
freedom  of  the  press,  we  wiV  differ  in  our  political  opinions,  we  will 
express  these  differences,  and  we  will  form  into  parties.  Such  is  the- 
tendency  of  our  nature  and  habits;  such  is  the  uniform  and  the  univer¬ 
sal  picture  of  mankind. 

If  ever  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  should  be  decoyed,  by  the 
Suggestions  of  a  sickly,  sentimental  philosophy,  or  by  the  wily  whis¬ 
perings  of  selfish  advisers,  into  a  total  abandonment  of  political  party 
into  that  entire  harmony  which  presupposes  the  absence  of  all  jeal¬ 
ousy  and  vigilance,  that  moment  will  be  fraught  with  ruin  to  their 
institutions,  ceaseless  civil  war,  and  the  overthrow  of  their  liberties. 
As  the  world  has  never  yet  seen  an  era  of  profound  and  universal 
peace,  except  beneath  the  desolation  of  the  deluge,  so  none  of  the  na¬ 
tions  among  whom  it  is  parcelled  off  can  experience  domestic  una¬ 
nimity  except  under  the  lethargic  and  debasing  weight  of  an  absolute 
despotism. 

It  becomes  those,  however,  who  perceive  that  the  existence  of 
parties  is  necessary,  to  keep  them,  as  much  as  possible,  to  their  orig¬ 
inal  texts — to  prevent  that  scattering  pursuit  of  subordinate  objects 
by  which  the  primary  and  laudable  motive  of  action  is  obscured;  and 
never  to  sanction  a  race  towards  any  goal  but  that  of  our  country’s 
good.  The  ambition  of  individuals  should  only  so  far  be  encouraged 
as  it  tends  to  forward  the  general  prosperity — and  when  a  common 
benefit  is  sought,  when  an  approved  system  of  public  policy  is  to  be 
maintained  or  established,  personal  partialities  and  prejudices  with  * 
peculiar  opinions  on  points  of  minor  moment  or  more  limited  bearing, 
should  be  cheerfully  sacrificed. 

It  is  much  too  late  for  either  party  to  hope  to  make  converts  of 
the  other,  en  masse.  The  firmness,  or  the  obstinacy,  of  both  as 
bodies,  is  secured  by  many  causes  The  power  of  education,  the  pride 
of  consistency,  the  ties  of  affiliation,  self-interest,  and  the  inveteracy 
of  habit,  cannot  be  overcome  by  persuasion  or  argument,  exerted,  as  < 
these  are  always  suspected  to  be,  rather  to  obtain  temporary  victory 
than  to  establish  permanent  truih.  Nor  would  the  practical  conse¬ 
quences  of  such  a  conversion,  as  I  have  before  said,  were  it  possible, 
be  desirable.  We  cannot  all  agree,  without  incurring  the  risk  of  a  su¬ 
pineness  which  would  be  fatal  to  every  thing  we  most  value  and  cherish- 
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fh ey  who  clamor  for  an  amalgamation  of  parties  are  either  hon¬ 
estly  misled  by  a  theory  of  which  society  has  never  exhibited  an 
illustration,  or  are  aiming,  under  plausible  pretences,  to  accomplish  a 
particular  object  of  their  own.  The  practical  politician  should  never 
quit  the  direct  highway  of  experience,  to  pursue  a  circuitous  and  vi¬ 
sionary  path;  much  less  should  he  listen  to  a  Syren  song,  covertly  de¬ 
signed  to  lure  him  upon  the  rocks,  and  to  wreck  all  the  noble  effects 
of  system  persevered  in,  and  of  co-operation  gradually  arranged. 

I  do  not  mean  to  inculcate  proscription  or  intolerance  Dangerous 
as  would  be,  according  to  my  views,  the  absence  of  party,  in  a  re¬ 
public,  I  can  perceive  no  mode  of  avoiding  it,  if  they  who  are  fore¬ 
most  to  chaunt  the  beauty  and  utility  of  harmony,  would  be  the  first 
to  exemplify  it  by  a  modification  of  their  principles  and  a  suitable 
improvement  in  their  conduct.  Observation  must,  however,  have 
taught  every  man  that  they  who  preach  this  ameliorating  doctrine 
are  uniformly  the  very  last  to  practice  it;  and  that  it  is  regarded  only 
as  a  means  for  lulling  into  false  security,  and  for  attaining  what  when 
attained  is  boasted  to  be  a  party  triumph. 

We  should  prevent  the  success  of  mere  deception  or  trick,  with 
even  greater  care  than  that  of  violence.  The  latter  cannot  endure 
long  without  producing  a  salutary  reaction;  the  former,  if  once  sys¬ 
tematically  practised,  gradually  depreciates  the  character  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  disgusts  them  with  public  affairs,  and  leaves  every  thing  to  the 
management  and  corruption  of  a  few  If  stratagem  and  cunning  be¬ 
come  the  arbiters  of  our  elections,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  be  regarded  as  mere  machines  to  be  played  upon  by  the  dex¬ 
terous,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  moral  and  political,  the  public 
and  private  mischiefs  which  must  inevitably  follow.  We  should 
find  much  greater  safety  in  the  most  turbulent  state  of  party  strife, 
openly  conducted.  When  the  people  cease  to  retain  in  their  own 
hands  the  controul  of  their  own  affairs,  and,  submitting  to  be  cheated 
by  artifice,  refrain  to  examine  for  themselves, ourrepublic  virtuallv  ex¬ 
pires,  the  sovereignty  departs  from  its  legitimate  owners,  and  resides 
with  those  whose  knavery  has  succeeded.  The  principal,  if  not  the 
single  preventive  for  this  fatal  result,  is  found  in*  keeping  alive  the 
spirit  of  enquiry,  in  disseminating  indisputable  truths,  and  in  pointing 
out,  dispassionately  but  firmly,  the  acts  and  devices  to  which  resort 
is  had.  The  manner  in  which  an  electioneering  campaign  is  conduct¬ 
ed,  is  not  less  important  than  its  result.  While  virtue  and  sound  sense 
remain  unimpaired,  we  have  an  infallible  corrective  for  the  errors 
and  vices  of  our  rulers:  let  these  be  undermined  'by  any  debasing 
system  of  action,  and  political  disorders  are  without  remedy. 

No  practices  more  certainly  merit  the  reproof  and  punishment  of 
republicans,  than  manoeuvres,  either  to  circulate  falsehood  and  mis- 
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representation,  or  to  take  advantage  of  the  passions  they  have  roused 
and  the  prejudices  they  have  excited.  Ignorance  is  an  evil  against 
which  men  of  ail  parties  should  strenuously  contend.  It  is  essential 
to  the  stability  and  efficacy  of  our  country’s  laws  and  institutions, 
that  the  people  should  be  enlightened;  should  be  faithfully  informed 
of  the  proceedings  of  their  government;  and  should  be  enabled  fairly 
to  estimate  the  integrity  and  capacity  of  their  public  agents.  As  no 
party,' but  the  truly  patriotic  one,  can  pro. wise  itself  duration  and 
general  esteem:  so  nothing  is  more  veering  and  wavering  than  the 
conduct  of  those  who  act  blindfold,  or  with  only  so  much  light  as  is 
calculated  o  mislead  them. 

With  the  principles  and  opinions  he  has  thus  briefly  detailed,  the 
writer — a  decided  party  man ,  a  democrat — offers  the  following  com¬ 
pilation  to  the  candid  attention  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  considers 
the  approaching  election  of  a  chief  magistrate  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
one  of  leading  importance:  as  well  from  the  extraordinary  and  dan¬ 
gerous  expedients  to  which  the  Federal  party  has  resorted,  as  from  the 
real  merits  of  the  candidates.  Upon  the  ordinary  topics  of  declama¬ 
tion  and  attack — worn  threadbare  by  use — he  purposely  avoids  touch¬ 
ing,  and  will  confine  himself  to  the  only  one  by  which  the  existing 
attitude  of  political  parties  is  rendered  peculiar  and  interesting. 
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The  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  contains  the  following 
provisions: — Article  9. 

Sect.  2.  All  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free  government! 
are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted  for  their  peace, 
safety,  and  happiness: — For  the  advancement  of  those  ends,  they 
have  at  all  times,  an  unalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  alter ,  reform , 
or  abolish  their  government,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Sect.  3.  All  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences;  no 
man  can,  of  right,  he  compelled  to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any  place 
of  worship ,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  asainst  his  consent;  no 
human  authority  can.  in  any  case  whatever,  control  or  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  conscience ;  and  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given ,  by  laic,  to 
any  religious  establishments  or  mode  of  worship. 

From  these  distinct  and  incontrovertible  clauses  of  the  constitution, 
let  the  following  be  remembered,  as  susceptible  of  application  to  the 
matter  before  us. 

I.  “The  Peace,”  of  the  People  is  the  first  and  fundamental 

object  of  “  all  free  governments 
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2.  “  No  mau,  whether  by  past,  present  or  future  governments  can 
be  compelled  to  support  any  place  of  worship  or  to  maintain  any  mi¬ 
nistry  AGAINST  HIS  CONSENT. 

3.  No  human  authority  can  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
conscience: — and 

4.  JVo  preference  shall  ever  be  given  by  law ,  to  any  religious  es» 
fabhshment  or  mode  of  worship. 


CHARTER  OF  ST.  MARY’S  CHURCH, 

An  Act 

To  incorporate  the  members  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  belonging  to  the  Congregation  of  St.  Mary's  Church ,  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia. 

WHEREAS,  the  members  of  the  religious  society  of  Roman 
Catholics,  inhabiting  the  city  and  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  and  be¬ 
longing  to  the  congregation  worshipping  at  the  church  of  St.  Mary’s, 
in  Fourth  street,  between  Spruce  and  Walnut  streets,  in  the  said 
city,  have  requested  this  house  to  pass  a  law  to  incorporate  them, 
and  enable  them  to  manage  the  temporalities  of  their  church ,  as  other 
religious  societies  within  this  State  have  been  enabled  to  do,  and  it 
is  reasonable  to  grant  their  request:  — 

Sect.  1. — Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania , 
in  General  Assembly  met ,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same ,  That  the 
members  of  the  religious  society  of  Roman  Catholics  inhabiting  the 
city  and  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  and  belonging  to  the  congregation 
worshipping  at  the  church  of  St  Mary’s  aforesaid,  are,  from  and 
immediately  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  they  are  here¬ 
by  erected  into,  and  declared  to  be  one  body  politic  and  corporate, 
in  deed  and  in  law,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title  of  the  a  Trustees 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Society,  worshipping  at  the  church  of  St. 
Mary’s,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,”  and  that  they,  the  said  trus¬ 
tees,  by  the  name  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  to  be  elected  as 
hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  have  peipetual  succession,  and  shall  be 
able  and  capable  in  law,  to  purchase,  take,  have,  hold,  receive,  and 
enjoy,  to  them  and  their  successors,  in  fee  simple,  or  for  any  lesser 
estate,  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  hereditaments,  or  real  estate, 
whose  yearly  value  in  the  whole  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five 
htindred  pounds  by  gift,  grant,  bargain  and  sale,  by  will,  devise,  or 
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etherwise,  and  also  to  purchase,  take,  bold,  possess,  and  enjoy,  an? 
monies,  goods,  and  chattels,  or  personal  estate  whatsoever,  by  gift, 
grant,  will,  legacy,  or  bequest,  and  the  same  lands,- tenements,  rents, 
hereditaments,  and  real  and  personal  estate,  (excepting  always  the 
said  church  called  St  Mary’s,  and  the  lot  of  ground,  grave-yard, 
and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  or  therewith  now  used  and  oc¬ 
cupied,  containing  in  breadth  on  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  sixty 
three  feet,  and  in  depth  three  hundred  and  ninetv  six  feet,)  to  give, 
grant,  demise,  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  religious  society,  and  also  that  the  said  trus¬ 
tees,  by  the  name  aforesaid,  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law',  to 
sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  he  answer¬ 
ed  unto,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  any  suit  or  action,  and  in  all 
or  any  court  or  jurisdictions  whatsoever,  and  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  trustees,  by  the  name  aforesaid,  to  devise,  make, 
have,  and  use,  one  common  seal,  to  authenticate  all  and  every  th dir 
acts,  deeds,  and  instruments,  touching  their  business,  and  the  same 
at  pleasure  to  break,  alter,  and  renew,  and  generally  that  the  said 
trustees,  by  the  name  aforesaid  shall  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  all 
and  singular  the  rights,  privileges,  liberties,  and  franchises,  incident 
or  belonging  to  a  private  or  religious  corporation  or  body  politic,  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  any  other  private  or  religious  cor p  -rati  u  or  body 
politic  within  this  State,' has  a  right  to  have ,  hold,  and  enjoy  the 
same. 

Sect  2. — . find  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That 
the  first  trustees  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  and  consist  of  the 
following  persons,  to  wit: — The  Kev  Robert  Molyneaux,  the  Rev. 
Francis  Beeston,  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Graessel,  the  present  pastors  of 
the  said  church,  and  George  Meade,  homas  Fitzsimmons,  lames 
Byrne,  Paul  Esling,  John  t'ottringer,  Joseph  Eck,  Mark  Wilcox, 
and  John  Carrell,  members  of  the  congregation  worshipping  in  the 
said  church;  and  the  future  trustees  of  tnesaid  corporation  shall  be 
and  consist  of  the  pastors  of  the  said  church  for  the  time  being  duly 
appointed ,  not  exceeding  three  in  number,  and  of  eight  lay  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  worshipping  in  the  said  church,  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  and  elected  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Sect.  3. — And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That 
all  and  every  of  the  members  of  the  said  congregation  (holding  a 
pew  or  part  of  a  pew  in  the  said  church ,  and  paying  for  the  same  not 
less  than  fifteen  shillings  by  the  year ,  and  not  being  in  arrears  for  the  Kaid 
contribution  more  than  six  months.)  shall  meet  on  the  Tuesday  of 
Easter  week,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine,  and  so  in  every  year  forever  thereafter,  at  such  place  in  the 
said  citv  as  shall  be  appointed  bv  the  said  trustees,  w  hereof  notice 
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shall  be  given  in  the  said  church,  at  the  close  of  divine  worship,  on 
the  morning  of  the  preceding  Sunday,  and  then  and  there  shall 
choose  b)  ballot  the  said  eight  lay  trustees,  in  manner  aforesaid,  by 
a  majority  oj  those' members  so  qualified,  who  shall  meet  between  the 
hours  of  eleven  before  noon,  and  one  in  the  afternoon ,  of  every  such 
day,  and  the  trustees  so  chosen  shall  continue  to  be  trustees  of  the 
said  corporation,  until  the  next  election,  and  if  the  pastors  of  said 
church  duly  appointed  shall,  on  any  day  of  such  election,  exceed 
the  number  of  three,  they  shall,  among  themselves,  agree  which 
three  of  them,  the  said  pastors,  shall  be  trustees  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  shall  openly  declare,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  electors  so  met 
at  the  time  of  concluding  the  said  election,  the  names  of  all  the  said 
pastors  and  members  who  shall  he  so  appointed  and  chosen  trustees 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  their  names  shall  he  entered  in  the  books 
of  the  said  corporation,  for  that  purpose  to  be  kept,  and  the  said 
pastors  so  appointed,  and  members  so  chosen,  trustees  as  aforesaid, 
shall  he  and  continue  trustees  of  the  said  corporation  until  the  close 
of  the  next  election. 

Sect.  4  — J)nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc¬ 
cessors,  from  lime  to  time,  as  occasion  shall  require,  to  meet  to¬ 
gether  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  business  of  the  Society  un¬ 
der  their  care;  of  the  time  and  place  of  which  meeting  due  notice 
shall  be  given  to  all  the  said  trustees,  at  least  one  day  before,  at 
which  meeting  the  eldest  pastor  present  shall  be  president,  and  if 
seven  of  the  said  trustees  shall  attend,  they  shall  form  a  quorum,  or 
board,  and  shall  have  power,  by  a  majority  of  voices  present,  to 
make,  ordain,  and  establish  such  rules,  orders,  and  regulations,  for 
the  management  of  the  temporal  business,  the  government  of  their 
schools,  and  disposing  of  the  estate  of  the  said  corporation,  as  tqpthem 
shall  seem  proper:  Provided,  that  such  rules,  orders,  and  regulations 
be  reasonable  in  themselves  and  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  State. 

Signed  by  order  oj  the  House , 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Enacted  into  a  Law,  at  Philadelphia,  on  Saturday,  the  i  3th  day 
of  September,  1“J8S. 

PETER  ZACHARY  LLOYD,  Clerk. 


Notintending  to  deviate  from  my  main  object,  the  developement 
of  facts,  in  order  to  enable  every  man  who  reads  to  understand  and 
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to  decide  for  himself,  I  shall  cautiously  abstain  from  touching  upon 
the  religious  controversies  which  have  grown  out  of  the  foregoing 
charter.  W  i;b  these,  their  merits  or  demerits,  the  political  character 
of  Mr.  Shulze  is  in  no  mauner  whatever  concerned.  Nevertheless,  f 
may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  defects  of  this  instrument  of  incor¬ 
poration  are  numerous  and  palpable:  and  that,  in-tead  of  being  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  disputes  by  which  the  congregation  of  St  Mary’s 
Church  are,  at  this  time,  distracted,  we  should  rather  wonder  that 
they  continued,  with  such  a  constitution,  so  long  in  harmony  and  at 
peace.  Its  provisions  are  indistinct;  its  objects  loosely,  if  at  all, 
expressed:  and  it  points  out  no  remedy  for  its  own  possible  e\  ils; 
words  are  used  of  undefined  import,  and,  though  brief,  an  extensive 
field  is  opened  for  doubt,  diversity  of  opinion,  and  difficulty.  Had 
more  care  been  exercised  in  framing  it,  had  its  authors  conveved  dieir 
intention  in  precise  and  unequivocal  language,  existing  perplexities 
might  have  been  avoided,  and  it  would  never  have  been  necessary  to 
enlist  the  learning  and  ingenuity  of  a  whole  bar,  in  order  to  ap¬ 
proach  its  meamug. 

The  faults  in  this  charter  became  gradually  obvious  to  every  one 
of  any  intelligence.  Time,  perpetually  testing  the  works  of  men  and 
proving  their  inadequacy  even  to  bis  own  feeble  conceptions  and  pur¬ 
poses,  developed  its  inherent  defects,  and  exemplified  their  inevitable 
vousequences.  All  perceived  the  sources  of  embarrassment,  and 
each  party  fervently  wished  that  it  bad  been  so  moulded  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  justice  and  truth  aif  their  own  peculiar  construction. 
Encreasing  evils  daily  made  more  manifest  the  necessity  of  doing 
something  i\ltli  it:  until,  at  last  the  only  questions  for  consideration 
were  hou  and  to  i chat  extent  amendment  could  be  attained  and  would 
be  expedient.  As  far  as  religious  belief  and  discipline  were  referred 
to  in  the  charter,  their  independence  and  security  were  derived  from 
a  higher  source,  the  constitution  of  the  state.  It  was  never 
proper,  and  by  the  disinterested  it  was  never  for  a  moment  contempla¬ 
ted,  to  intrench  upon  these.  As  far  as  it  assumed  the  character  of  a 
coi.traet.  vesting, certain  rights  in  individuals  or  their  successois,  it 
might  be  plausibly,  though  l  think  fallaciously,  contended  to  be  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  legislative  interference  or  improvement.  All  that 
was  wanted  was  such  a  modification  in  the  political  structure  and 
prescribed  scheme  of  action,  as  would  enable  the  corporation,  wfith 
every  right  unimpaired,  and  in  full  possession  ot  every  privilege,  to 
conduct  its  operations  without  injury  or  disturbance  toothers,  and  to 
arrive  peacefully  and  fairly  at  an  undisputed  result. 

Experience  then,  actual  and  patient  trial,  the  lessons  of  which 
cannot  be  controverted,  having  impelled  all  parties  to  desire  a  reme¬ 
dy  for  multiplying  mischiefs,  an  application  was  made  to  the  only 
authority  capable  of  granting  the  means,  or  ef  prescribing  the  course 
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of  relief.  The  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  readily  assented, 
and,  conforming  to  the  unanimous  sense  of  all  candid  men,  passed  the 
following  Act  of  Assembly,  which  was  unhesitatingly  approved  by 
the  Governor. 


AN  ACT 


To  authorise  the  Roman  C atholic  Society  worshipping  at  the  Church  of 
St  Mary's,  in  Philadelphia,  to  amend  their  Charter  of  incorpora¬ 
tion. 

Sect.  1 . — Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
it  is  Jt£reby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same ,  That  the  members  of 
the  religious  society  of  it  Oman  Catholics  inhabiting  the  city  and  coun¬ 
ty  of  Philadelphia,  and  belonging  to  the  congregation  worshipping 
at  the  church  of  St.  Mary’s,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  incorpo¬ 
rated  by  an  Act  ot  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsy  lvania,  passed 
the  13th  day  of  September,  1788,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title  of 
“  the  trustees  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Society,  worshipping  at  the 
church  of  St.  Mary’s,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  improve, 
amend ,  and  alter  the  charter  of  incorporation ,  granted  them  by  the 
aforesaid  act,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  privileges  and 
power,  as  corporations  established  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Assembly, 
passed  the  6th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1791,  entitled 
“  An  Act  to  confer  on  certain  associations  of  the  citizens  of  this 
commonwealth,  the  powers  and  immunities  of  corporations  or  bo¬ 
dies  politic  in  law.” 

JOHN  GILMORE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
WILLIAM  MARKS,  Junr. 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  March  the  twentieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one. 

JOSEPH  HIESTER. 

Thus  far  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  Legislature  could, 
and  ought  to  interfere.  The  charter  required,  for  u  the  peace,  safe¬ 
ty,  and  happiness”  of  the  people,  to  be  improved,  amended,  and 
altered:— and  here  wgs  an  act  of  Assembly  distinctly  prescribing 
one  mode  by  which  these  objects  might  be  accomplished.  That  part 
of  the  law  passed  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1791,  to  which  reference 
Is  made  as  describing  this  mode,  runs  as  follows: — 


Sect.  £. — As  often  as  the  corporations,  established  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  and  the  successors  thereof,  respectively,  shall  be  desirous 
of  improving,  amending,  or  altering,  the  articles  and  conditions  of 
the  instrument  upon  which  the  said  corporations  respectively  are  as 
aforesaid  formed  and  established,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  lor 
such  corporations  respectively,  in  like  manner,  to  specify  the  im¬ 
provements,  amendments,  or  alterations  which  are  or  shall  be  de¬ 
sired,  and  the  same  to  exhibit  and  present  to  the  Attorney  General 
and  Supreme  Court,  who  shall  in  like  manner  successively  certify 
their  opinion  to  the  Governor  of  this  commonwealth,  touching  the 
lawfulness  of  such  improvements,  amendments,  and  alterations;  and 
the  same  being  certified  as  aforesaid,  to  be  lawful,  shall  in  like  man¬ 
ner  be  directed  by  the  Governor  to  be  enrolled,  at  the  expence  of  the 
applicants,  and  upon  the  enrolment  thereof,  shall  be  taken  and  deem¬ 
ed  to  be  a  part  of  the  instrument  upon  which  such  corporations  re¬ 
spectively  were  formed  and  established,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  if  the  same  had  originally  been  made  a  part  thereof.” — 

Conforming  to  what  they  understood  to  be  the  powrer  conferred  up-* 
en  them  by  the  foregoing  Legislative  enactments,  a  portion  of  the 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Society,  worshipping  at  St.  Mary’s 
Church,  did  “  specify  the  improvements,  amendments,  and  alterations, 
which  they  desired ”  in  the  charter,  and  did  “  exhibit  and  present ” 
them  to  “  the  Attorney  General  and  Supreme  Cimrt  successively. ” 
The  attorney  General  did  ‘■'•certify  his  opinion  to  the  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth that  such  “  improvements ,  amendments,  and  altera¬ 
tions ”  were  lawful.  The  Supreme  Court,  howrever.  firs?  started  a 
technical  difficulty,  and  on  the  17th  of  April,  1821,  decided  that 
an  application  to  them  to  sanction  the  proposed  u  improvem  nts,  amend¬ 
ments  and  alterations ,”  must  be  made  by  rhe  corporation  in  its  corpo¬ 
rate  character,  and  cot  by  individual  members  of  the  congregation. — 
And  they  next  determined,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1821,  that  they 
would  not,  on  the  petition  of  a  majority  of  the  members ,  award  a 
mandamus  to  compel  the  body  iu  whom  the  corporate  powers  are 
lodged,  to  affix  their  common  seal  to  these  proposed  improvements, 
amendments  and  alterations  ”  By  these  two  judicial  decisions,  the 
subject  was,  for  the  time  being,  put  at  rest  The  existing  trustees 
of  St.  Mary’s  Church  objected  to  certain  of  the  proposed  alterations, 
would  not  sanction  them  by  their  corporate  seal,  nor  bv  joining  in  the 
application  to  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Supreme  Court: — and, 
without  their  doing  so,  it  was  impossible  to  make  even  the  prelimi¬ 
nary  step  tow  ards  considering  whether  the  specified  amendments  were 
lawful  or  otherwise. 

An  election  was  held  not  long  after  It  was  attended  by  scenes 
equally  unpleasant  to  recount  as  to  witness.  Notwithstanding  the 
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impressive  exhortai  ion  of  the  Chief  Justice  that  “  the  duly  to  God 
and  our  Country  should  nol  be  forgottun the  ground  was  made  "  a  , 
Scene  of  riot  and  bloodshed.”  The  noise,  alarm,  and  anxiety,  of  a 
furious  and  uncontroulable  conflict,  agitated  the  whole  community. 
Eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  combatants,  armed  with  deadly  wea¬ 
pons,  and  mutually  exasperated  to  madness,  were  in  the  very  heart 
of  a  populous  city,  setting  law.  order,  and  decency,  at  defiance.  The 
solicitude  and  apprehension  excited  in  the  public  mind  did  not  abate 
for  many  days:  and  every  one  began  now  to/eel,  as  every  one  had  al¬ 
ready  thought,  that  something  should  and  must  be  done,  to  preserve, 
in  the  language  of  the  constitution,  the  great  objects  “  of  all  free  gov¬ 
ernments ,  the  peace ,  safety  and  happiness  of  the  people .” 

This  Election  terminated  with  the  triumph  of  those  who  had  desired 
the  proposed  alterations  in  the  charter:  and  they  were  now  as  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  corporation ,  and  in  ike  corporate  capacity ,  competent  to 
apply  to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  objects,  to 
which  they  had  been  before  pronounced  legally  incompetent.  Accord-  » 
ingly,  they  again  specified,  as  directed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly,  “  the 
improvements,  alterations  and  amendments ,  they  desiredy' — again  pro¬ 
cured  the  approving  certificate  of  the  Attorney  General;  and  again 
asked  the  sanction  of  our  Judges.  Upon  this  occasion,  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  which  it  may  be  material  to  our  design  to  remember,  the 
subject,  in  all  its  parts,  aspects,  and  bearings,  was  elaborately  con¬ 
sidered,  as  well  by  eminent  lawyers,  as  by  the  court.  Nothing  was  i 
omitted  to  be  urged  against  the  contemplated  changes  which  ingenuity 
could  suggest,  or  laborious  argument  enforce  Nevertheless,  there 
were  but  two  of  (lie  proposed  amendments  against  which  it  was 
deemed  worthy  to  direct  opposition;  and  these,  as  shall  see  here¬ 
after,  received  the  opposition  as  well  of  Mr.  bHULzn  iu  the  Senate, 
as  of  two  Judges  on  the  bench. 

I  quote  from  the  seventh  volume  of  the  Reports  of  Sergeant  and  i 
Eawle,  page  523 

‘‘The  following  were  the  alterations  to  the  charter,  to  which  the 
41  sanction  of  the  court  was  now  requested: — 

“  1.  That  the  future  trustees  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  shall  only  con- 
“  sist  of  eleven  lay  members  of  said  congregation,  who  shall  be  free- 
“  holders  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Commonwealth 
“  of  Pennsylvania,  and  who  shall  be  competent  to  organize  them- 
“  selves,  and  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  possessed  and  exer-  1 
Seised  bv  tbe  trustees  appointed  and  elected  under  the  original  acts 
**  of  incorporation:  Provided,  That  whoever  of  their  number  may  be 
“appointed  treasurer,  shall  be  required  to  give  sufficient  security  for 
“  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

“A  That  the  time  of  holding  the  election  for  said  trustees  shall 
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be  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  every  vear.  The  first  elec- 
“  tion  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  1822,  between 
“the  hours  of  11  A.  M.  and  4  P.  M.  until  which  time  the  following 
“  named  persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  trustees,  to  wit:  John 
“  Leamy,  John  Ashly,  Lewis  Clapier,  Richard  W.  Meade,  Joseph 
“  Dugan,  Timothy  Desmond,  John  Doyle,  John  Dempsey,  Patrick 
“  Connell,  Augustin  Fagan,  and  Joseph  Strahan,  whose  duty  it  shall 
“  be  to  elect  from  the  members  of  said  congregation,  qualified  as 
“  aforesaid,  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply 
“  any  vacancy  in  their  number  occasioned  by  any  cause  whatever, 
“  and  it  shall  be  competent  to  any  seven  of  said  trustees  to  form  a 
“  quorum  or  board  for  transacting  the  affairs  of  said  society,  any  thing 
in  the  aforesaid  act  of  incorporation  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
“  withstanding.” 

It  would  be  a  needless  tax  upon  the  patience  of  my  readers,  were 
I  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  reasoning  upon  which  these  two  altera¬ 
tions  of  the  charter  were  deemed  unlawful.  Some  facts  that  had  oc¬ 
curred  during  the  session  of  the  board  of  trustees  were  allowed  a 
conclusive  weight  in  the  minds  of  the  court: — and  it  became  ob¬ 
viously  useless  to  make  any  farther  application  upon  the  subject  to  that 
tribunal. 

Judges,  however,  are  the  expounders,  and  not  the  makers  of  the 
law; — and,  as  their  last  resort,  they  who  wished  to  effect  these 
amendments,  determined,  to  present  for  that  purpose,  a  petition  and 
memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 

Having  arrived  at  that  part  of  my  undertaking  in  which  Mr. 
Shulze  is  about  to  participate,  and  for  the  fair  elucidation  of  which 
I  havethought  it  proper  to  make  the  preceding  narrative,  it  will  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  enter  into  more  minute  details,  and  let  my  fellow-citizens 
form  their  own  judgments  by  a  candid  review  of  the  whole  ground. 
If,  in  tracing  the  legislative  conduct  of  Mr.  Shulze,  in  reference  to 
the  charter  of  St  Mary’s  Church,  he  shall  appear  to  have  wilfully 
aimed  a  blow  at  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  let  him  be  visited 
with  the  condemnation  of  every  republican.  The  writer  of  this  would 
be  as  little  disposed  to  shield  him,  under  such  circumstances,  as  any 
human  being.  But,  if  on  the  contrary,  it  shall  distinctly  be  proved 
that  wherever  and  whenever  the  faith  or  discipline  or  rights  of  the 
religious  persuasion  were  liable  to  be,  even  distantly,  affected,  he 
scrupulously  and  steadfastly  refused  to  act,  he  will  become  entitled 
not  merely  to  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  but  to  that  generous'  vindication 
and  support  always  given  to  calumniated  and  persecuted  innocence^ 
among  a  free  and  virtuous  people. 

This  demonstration  is  an  easy  task.  The  Journal  of  the  Se¬ 
nate  is  a  record  from  which  it  is  not  presumed  any  one  would  wish 
or  attempt  to  appeal: — and  upon  this  alone  I  mean  to  rely,,  with  sucli 
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inferences  as  to  date  and  page,  as  will  enable  every  reader  to  test 
the  fidelity  of  my  extracts  and  conclusions. 

SENATE  OP  PENNSYLVANIA. 

On  Monday  the  23 d  of  December,  1822,  “  Mr.  Groves  presented. 
“  the  petition  and  memorial  of  sundry  members  of  the  religious  socie- 
“  ty  of  Roman  Catholics,  belonging  to  the  congregation  of  St.  Mary’s 
“  church,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  certain  alterations 
“  may  be  made  in  their  charter: — 

“  And  said  petition  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs  Groves,. 
“  Shulze,  W.  R.  Smith,  Duncan,  and  Hill,”  (see  page  84  of  the 
“Journal.) 

On  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  “Mr.  Groves  presented  a  memo* 
“  rial  from  sundry  citizens  belonging  to  the  Homan  Catholic  Society, 
“  worshipping  at  the  church  of  St.  Mary’s  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,. 

remonstrating  against  any  alterations  being  made  in  their  char- 
“  ter. 

“  And  said  memorial  vras  read  and  referred  to  the  committee,  who 
“  have  that  subject  under  consideration.” — Page  93. 

On  the  l\th  of  January ,  1823,  Mr.  Groves  from  the  same  com¬ 
mittee,  obtained  leave  to  report  a  Bill,  No.  69,  entitled  “  A  supple¬ 
ment  to  an  Act  entitled  “  An  act  to  incorporate  the  members  of  the 
religious  society  of  Roman  Catholics,  belonging  to  the  congregation 
of  St.  Mary’s  Church  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  passed  the  13th 
day  of  September,  1788:” — which  was  read  for  the  first  time. 
Page  135. 

During  all  the  month  of  January,  and  occasionally  afterwards,  se¬ 
veral  remonstrances,  from  Adams,  Lancaster,  and  other  counties, 
signed  by  “  sundry  Homan  Catholics,”  were  presented  to  the  Senate, 
of  the  same  tenor  with  the  one  presented  by  Mr.  Groves  on  the 
28th  of  December,  1822. 

On  the  29th  <f  January,  “  On  motion  of  Mr  Groves,  and  Mr. 
“  Eichelberger,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
“  whole,  v.  r.  Mahon  in  the  chair,  on  Bill  No.  60,* entitled,  A  supplement 
“  to  an  act  entitled.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  members  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  society  of  Roman  Cadholics,  belonging  to  the  congregation  of 
“  St.  Mary’s  Church,  &c.” 

“  After  some  time,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
“  tained  leave  to  sit  again.” — Page  232. 

On  the  31  st  of  January,  the  subject  is  again  taken  up  in  the  same 
way,  and  “  after  some  time  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 

*  For  brevity’s  sake,  this  act  will  hereafter  be  quoted  as  Bill  No.  60,  without 
repeating  its  title*  .  > 


and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  Tuesday  the  4th  of  February.-!!*-? 
Page  237.  '  • 

On  the  4th  of  February,  in  the  afternoon,  “The  Bill  No.  60,  be^ 
ing  the  order  of  this  day:” 

“On  the  question,  will  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration 

thereof? 

“  The  ayes  and  navs  were  required  by  Mr.  Markley  and  Mr. 
“  W  urts  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

leas. — Messrs.  Cadwallader,  Coleman,  Dewart,  Duncan,  Eichel- 
berger,  Eyster,  Henderson.  Herrington,  Hubley,  Robertson,  W.  R 
Smith,  Wurts — 12. 

ays . — Messrs.  Allshouse,  Frey.  Groves,  Hills,  Mahon,  Mann, 
Markley,  Powers,  Shulze,  R.  Smith,  St.  Clair,  Winter,  Marks, 
speaker — 13 

“  So  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.” — Page  298. 

On  the  1th  of  February ,  “  the  order  of  the  day  having  been  dis¬ 
charged  on  Bill  No.  60,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wurts  and  Mr. 
Duncan,  tu  discharge  the  committee  of  the  ichale  from  the  further  ccoi- 
sideralion  of  said  bill ,  and  that  the  same  be  postponed  indefinitely. — 
Page  305. 

This  motion  is  the  long  recognized  and  well  known  means  of  ena¬ 
bling  the  timid  pursuers  of  popularity  to  evade  a  fair  and  manly  dis¬ 
closure  of  their  sentiments  upon  any  public  measure.  Nor  do  I 
think  it  uncharitable  to  suppose  that  it  was  made  at  this  early  stage 
of  the  progress  of  this  bill,  in  order  to  preclude  Mr.  Shulze  and 
others  from  an  opportunity  to  express  their  dissent,  and  to  record 
their  votes,  against  the  only  really  objectionable  features  in  it.  Mr. 
Shulze  wanted  no  plausible  occasion  for  escaping  from  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  his  duties;  he  desired  to  meet  the  subject  fairly,  to  oppose 
what  he  thought  wrong,  and  to  enact  what  he  thought  right  and  ne¬ 
cessary. 

The  ayes  and  nays  being  “  required  by  Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  E;- 
chelberger,”  were  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allshouse,  Cadwallader,  Dewart,  Diekeman, 
Duncan,  Eichelberger,  Eyster,  Henderson,  Hubley,  Robertson, 
W.  R.  Smith,  Wurts— 12. 

JS'ays. — Messrs.  Feger,  Frey,  Groves,  Herrington,  Hill,  Mahon, 
Mann,  Markley,  Orr,  Shulze,  R.  Smith,  St.  Clair,  Winter,  Marks, 
speaker — 14. — Page  305. 

So  it  was  determined  that  the  Bill  should  not  be  indefinitely  post  ¬ 
poned. 

The  Senate  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Mahon  in  the  chair,  on  said  bill,  and  after  some  time,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  rose,  renorted  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 
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0a  the  question,  shall  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again?  A 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Markley  and  Mr.  St.  Clair,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  ! 
said  bill,  and  that  the  same  be  postponed  for  the  present  — 

Which  was  agreed  to  Page  305 

On  the  llth  of  February,  1823,  “A  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Grovf.s  and  Mr.  Hill,  that  Senate  proceed  to  the  second  read¬ 
ing  and  consideration  of  Bill  No.  60,  postponed  for  the  present  on  the 
7th  instant. 

Whereupon  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Hill  and  4 
Mr.  Wurts,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit. 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Brewster,  Conyngham,  Frey,  Groves,  Hill,  Ma¬ 
hon,  Mann,  Powers,  R.  Smith,  Winter,  Marks,  speaker. — 11. 

Mays  — Messrs  Allshouse,  Cadwallader,  Coleman,  Dewart,  Dick¬ 
enson,  Duncan,  Herrington,  Hubley,  Markley,  Orr,  Robertson,  St. 
Clair,  Wurts — 5  3, 

Mr.  Shulze,  we  presume,  was  absent.  t 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. — Page  349. 

On  the  llth  of  March,  1  28,  “  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hill 
and  Mr.  Groves,  that  Senate  resume  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
No.  60,  postponed  on  the  17th  of  February. 

Whereupon  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  required  by  Mr,  Wurts  and 
Mr.  Hend:  rson,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Yeas  — Messrs.  Allshouse,  Barnard,  Conyngham,  Eichelberger,  ( 
Feger,  Frey,  Groves,  Herrington,  Hill,  Mann,  M‘Meens,  R.  Smith, 
St.  Clair,  in  er,  Maiks,  speaker — 15 

JYa  ys. — Cadwallader,  Dewart,  Duncan,  Evster,  Henderson, 
Markley,  Orr,  Power,  Robertson,  Shulze,  W  R  Smith,  Wurts — 
12. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — Page  181. 

Section  one  bting  under  consideration,  A  motion  was  made  by, 
Mr.  Grovi  s  and  Mr.  Conyngham,  that  the  same  be  postponed  inde¬ 
finitely,  which  uras  not  agreed  to. 

This  Section  one  upon  which  an  important  vote  will  now  be  re¬ 
corded,  tending  to  show  the  real  dispositions  of  Mr  Shulze,  upon 
this  subject,  and  his  conduct  upon  the  very  first  fair  opportunity  which 
occurred,  should  be  set  out  at  large.  I  call  the  particular  attention 
of  my  readers  to  it  as  containing  the  principal,  if  not  involving  all, 
the  objectionable  features  in  the  plan  of  alteration  submitted  to  the^ 
legislature  by  the  existing  Trustees  of  St.  Mary’s  Church.  Having 
been  negatived  by  the  senate,  it  forms  no  part  of  the  act  printed  in 
the  Journal,  and  I  have  fouud  some  difficulty  in  procuring  a  copy  of 
it  from  the  senate  file. 
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Section  first  of  the  Bill  reported  by  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  he  Petition  and  Memorial  of  sundry  members  of  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Society  of  Catholics,  belonging  to  the  congregation  of  St  Ma¬ 
ry’s  Church,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  certain  altera¬ 
tions  may  be  made  in  their  charter: — “  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
“  and  Rouse  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  oj  Pennsylvania 
“  in  General  Jissembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authomy  oj 
“  the  same:  That  the  corporation  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  in  the  City 
“  of  Philadelphia  shall  hereafter  consist  of  eleven  members  oj  the  enn- 
“  gregation  worshipping  in  the  said  church,  each  of  whom  shall  be 
‘  ‘  the  Holder  of  at  least  half  a  pew  in  the  said  church ,  and  a  citizen  f 
“  the  ■  nited  States ,  and  seven  f  the  said  trustees  shall  be  a  quorum 
“  for  the  transacting  of  all  business  relative  to  the  temporal  concerns 
“  of  the  said  congregation,  and  the  said  trustees  are  hereby  enipow- 
“  ered  to  elect  one  of  their  own  members  as  President  of  the  Board .” 

This  brief  section  comprised,  as  will  be  perceived  by  inspection, 
at  least  five  alterations  of  an  essential  character,  in  the  charter  of 
the  corporation:— -first,  none  of  the  trustees  need  be  pastors:— -second, 
each  must  hold  at  least  half  a  pew: — third ,  they  must  be  citizens  of 
the  United  States: — fourth ,  any  seven  of  them  constituted  a  quorum: — • 
and  fifth,  they  might  elect  their  president  from  their  own  number.  The 
main  object  and  operation  of  the  whole  were  the  exclusion  of  those 
clerical  gentlemen  who  had  heretofore,  “  ex- officio, composed  a 
part  of  the  board  of  trustees,  so  as  10  prevent  their  having  any  comroul 
in  the  management  of  the  temporal  concerns  of  the  congregation. 

These  alterations  were  plausibly  alleged  to  be  in  violation  of  the 
faith,  discipline,  and  rights  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church.  They  certainly  tended  to  introduce  se  me  practices  not  pre¬ 
cisely  conformable  to  the  received  notions  of  that  religious  persua¬ 
sion;  and  they  put  an  end  to  some  rights  with  which  it  was  common¬ 
ly  thought  the  charter  had  originally  and  purposely  invested  the  cler¬ 
gy  At  all  events  it  might,  in  a  scrupulous  and  conscientious  mind, 
be  fairly  doubted,  whether  their  adoption  would  not  too  closely  in¬ 
trench  upon  that  perfect  inviolability  and  freedom  which  the  consti¬ 
tution  has  guaranteed  to  every  citizen  in  the  “  worship  of  Almighty 
God.”  Such  appear  to  have  been  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Shulze,  and 
he  voted  accordingly. 

“  The  question  recurring,  Will  the  Senate  agree  to  the 

FIRST  SECTION?” 

“  The  Y  eas  and  Nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Allshouse  and  M^. 
Eichelberger,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit:— 

Yeas  — Messrs  Brewster,  Conyngham,  Frey,  Grovejs,  Hill? 

M’Meens,  Winter — 7. 
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JVays-. — Messrs.  Allshouse,  Barnard,  Cadwallader,  Dewart,  Dun-' 
can,  Eichelberger,  Evster,  Feger,  Henderson,  Herrington,  Mann, 
Markley,  Orr,  Power,  Robertson,  SHULZE,  R.  Smith,  W.  R.  1 
Smith,  St  Clair,  Wuris,  Marks,  Speaker — 21. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  negative: — and  this  section  was 
finally  rejected. — Page  481. 

We  shall  shortly  see,  that  although  this  was  the^irsf  Legislative 
opportunity  ail’orded  to  Mr.  Shulze,  it  was  not  the  only  one,  in 
which  he  placed  indelibly  upon  record,  his  firm  determination  to 
avoid  doing  any  thing  which  could  interfere  with  religious  belief  91'  1 
right. 

Section  Second  of  the  Bill  reported  from  the  committee,  now  be¬ 
came  Section  First: — it  ran  thus:  — 

Sect.  2. — “ .dnd  be  it  further  enacted,  Sfc.  That  an  election  for 
“trustees  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1823,  and  on  the 
fl  first  Monday  in  July  in  eacli  succeeding  year,  between  the  hours  of 
“  10  A  M.  and  6  P.  M.  at  such  place  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  as 
“  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  direct,  whereof  public 
“notice  shall  be  given  from  the  pulpit  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  on  the 
“  morning  of  the  Sunday  previous  to  the  day  of  holding  the  election, 
“and  the  election  shall  be  conducted  under  such  regulations  as  the 
“said  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  prescribe:  The  Judges  shall  be 
“appointed  by  the  members  of  the  congregation  who  may  be  assem- 
“  bled  at  the  hour  for  opening  the  election,  which  J udges  shall  receive 
“the  votes  at  every  such  election,  and  shall  previous  to  the  entering 
“  upon  the  discharge  of  such  duty  be  duly  sworn  to  conduct  the 
“  election  with  fairness  and  impartiality.” 

This  being  under  consideration,  “  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr, 
Groves  and  Mr.  Conyngham  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out 
the  word  “  July”  in  the  second  and  third  lines,  and  inserting 
“  May,”  and  after  the  word  congregation  in  the  ninth  line,  to  insert 
these  words  “  qualified  to  vole  for  trustees  and”: — which  was  agreed 
to. — Page  482. 

“A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Mann  and  Mr.  Conyngham 
“further  to  amend  the  section  by  inserting  after  the  word  “ trustees ” 

“  in  the  second  line,  these  words,  “  of  the  Iioman  Catholic  Society 
“  worshipping  at  the  Church  of  St.  Mar  if  s  in  the  City  of  Philadel- 
“ phiaf?  which  was  agreed  to. — Page  482. 

“A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Mann  and  Mr.  Conyngham 
**  further  to  amend  the  section  by  inserting  after  the  word  “  sworn ” 
‘tin  the  twelfth  line,  these  words,  “  or  affirm  before  an  Jllderman  or 
‘l  Justice  of  the  Peace”: — which  was  agreed  to.— Page  482. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Barnard  and  Mr.  M’Meens,  further 
t%  amend  the  section,  by  making  “  ten”  read  “  eight”  in  the  fourth 
Jibe: — which  was  agreed  to. — Page  482.. 


21 


’This  section  having  thus  been  moulded  without  controversy,  and 
containing  nothing  in  the  remotest  degree,  touching  upon  the  faith, 
the  discipline,  or  the  rights  of  die  congregation,  on  the  question, 
will  the  Senate  agree  to  the  same? — the  leas  and  Nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr  Duncan  and  Mr.  Winter,  were  as  follows: — 
teas  — Messrs.  Allshouse,  Barnard,  Brewster,  Conyngham,  Ei- 
chelberger,  Feger,  Fry,  Groves,  Herrington,  Hill,  Mann,  JVlarkley* 
M’Meens,  SHULZE,  R.  Smith,  St.  Clair,  Winter,  Marks,  Spea¬ 
ker — 18. 

JSays. — Messrs.  Cadwallader,  Dewart,  Dickerson,  Duncan,  Hen¬ 
derson,  Orr,  Power,  Robertson,  W.  R.  Smith,  Wurts — 10. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. — Page  482. 

Section  Three ,  now  Two,  being  under  consideration,  was  as  fol¬ 
lows: — 

Sect.  3. — ‘'And  be  it  further  enacted,  <§‘c.  That  every  member  of 
a  the  said  congregation  holding  a  pew  or  part  of  a  pew,  the  rent 
whereof  shall  not  be  more  than  six  months  m  arrears,  shall  be  en- 
“  titled  to  vote,  if  male,  in  person,  if  female,  by  an  agent  duly  con- 
"  stituted  by  writing  under  hand  and  seal,  and  attested  by  two  credi- 
“  ble  w itnesses: — but  no  pew  in  the  said  Church  shall  be  considered 
“  as  authorising  the  holders  thereof  to  a  greater  number  ot  votes 
“  tnan  there  are  sittings  therein,  and  in  no  case  shall  the  holders  ot 
Ci  any  of  the  said  pews  be  entitled  to  more  than  five  votes1” — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Brewster  to  amend  the  same  by  in¬ 
serting;  after  the  word  “among;”  in  the  third  line,  these  words, 
“and  whose  names  shall  be  registered  in  the  books  of  the  congrega - 
“  tion:” — which  was  agreed  to. — Pages  482—483. 

“A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Groves  and  Mr.  Conyngham, 
“  further  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  of  the  sixth  line,  the 
“  word  “  authorising ”  and  inserting  the  word  ‘  entitling ,”  and  after 
“the  word  “the”  inserting  “ holder  or,”  and  by  striking  out  all  that 
“  follows  the  word  u  to”  in  the  same  line,  to  the  end  of  the  section, 
»  “  and  inserting  these  words  “  more  than  two  votes,” — which  was 

“  also  agreed  to. — Page  483. 

“  A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Barnard  and  \  r.  M’Meens 
“further  to  amend  said  section  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  tol ; 
“  lowing,  to  w'it: — “  Provided  however,  that  if  the  vote  of  any  person 
“shall  tie  objected  to,  as  not  beingan  actual  pew-holder,  the  Judges 
“of  the  election  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  administer  in 
“  oath  or  affirmation  to  every  such  person,  before  he  or  she  shall  be 
*  “  entitled  to  vote,  that  he  or  she  is  truly,  actually  and  bona  fide  the 

“  holder  of  a  pew  or  part  thereof,  and  that  the  same  was  not  trans- 
“  ferred  to  enable  him  or  her  to  vote  at  said  election: — and  every  per- 
“  sou  who  shall  be  convicted  of  swearing  or  affirming  falsely  in  the 
“premises,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perju- 
4  ry”; — which  was  agreed  to. — Page  483. 
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c‘  And  on  the  question,  iviP  the  Senate  agree  to  the  section  as 
amended? — the  Yeas  and  Nays  being  required  by  Mr  Wurts  and 
Mr  W.  R.  Nhith,  and  are  as  follows: — 

Veas. — Messrs.  Allshouse,  Barnard,  Brewster,  Conyngham,  Fry, 
Groves,  Herrington,  Hill,  Mann,  Markley  M’Meens,  R.  Smith, 
St.  Clair,  Winter,  Marks,  Speaker ,  15. 

JVat/s — Messrs  Cadwallader.  Dewart,  Dickerson,  Duncan,  Ei- 
ehelberger,  Eyster,  Henderson,  Orr,  Power,  Robertson,  SHULZE, 
"W.  R.  Smith,  Wurts — 13 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. — Page  483. 

Section  Four  *  now  Three ,  was  as  follows: — 

Sect.  4. — “dud  b°  it  further  enacted ,  dfc  That  the  business  of  the 
“corporation  shall  be  transacted  by  the  trustees  in  office  at  the  time 
“of  passing  this  Act,  until  the  close  of  the  first  election  herein  di¬ 
rected  to  be  held.” 

This  section  being  under  consideration,  “A  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  YVukts  and  Mr.  Robertson,  to  postpone  the  same  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  introducing  the  following”  to  wit:— 

Sect.  3  — “  He.  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  Act 
“shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  legalize  the  votes  of  any  person  or 
“  persons,  who  now  hold,  or  who  may  hereafter  hold  any  pew  or  part 
“of  a  pew,  erected  in  the  said  church  of  ht.  Mary’s,  subsequent  to 
“  the  20th  day  of  March.  1821: — but  the  legality  ot  such  votes,  or  the 
right  of  such  person  or  persons  to  vote,  shall  be  judged  of  and  de¬ 
termined  as  if  this  Act  had  never  been  passed.” 

Before  stating  the  vote  upon  this  particular  question,  it  may  be  prop¬ 
er  to  apprize  those  of  my  readers,  who  reside  at  a  distance  from  the  thea¬ 
tre  of  this  church  controversy,  that  the  right  to  erect  the  pews  referred 
to  as  having  been  erected  since  the  20th  of  March  1821,  has  been 
vehemently  disputed  and  denied  by  that  party  who  suffered  by  the 
consequent  increase  of  votes.  It  was  a  subject  more  fitted  for  judi¬ 
cial  cognizance  than  legislative  interference.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  wish  of  those  who  asked  the  alterations  in  the  charter,  it 
was  clearly  an  act  of  impartiality  and  fairness,  to  avoid  determining 
upon  this  right  by  an  Act  of  Assembly,  and  to  leave  it  to  the  ordi¬ 
nary  course  of  investigation,  and  a  trial  in  a  court  of  justice. 

Upon  the  question,  then,  will  the  Senate  postpone ,  in  order  to  let 
in  this  section  proposed  by  Mr.  Wurts  ctud  Mr.  Robertson?  the  Yeas 
and  Nays  were  required,  and  are  as  follow — 

Feas. — Messrs.  Allshouse,  Barnard,  Cadwallader,  Dewart,  Dun¬ 
can,  Eichelberger,  Eyster,  Feger,  Henderson,  Orr,  Power,  Robert¬ 
son,  SHULZE,  W.  R.  Smith,  Wurts,  Marks,  Speaker — 16. 

JV ays. — Messrs.  Brewster,  Conyngham,  Fry,  Groves,  Herrington, 
Hill,  Mann,  Markley,  M’Meens,  R.  Smith,  St.  Clair,  Winter — 12. 
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So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. —  Page  484. 

“  \  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr  Barnard  and  Mr.  M’Meeso, 
“to  amend  the  manuscript  section  three,  in  the  second  line,  after  the 
word  “  to”  by  striking  out  these  words  “  legalize  the  votes  of  any 
“  person  or  persons ,”  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereo;,  these  words  “ei- 
"  tlier  admit  any  person  to  vote  or  prevent  any  person  from  voting” 

“  and  in  the  ninth  line  after  the  word  u  but'’  to  strike  out  “  the  lega- 
“  lity  of  such  votes  as”: — which  was  agreed  to. — Page  484. 

In  the  Afternoon.  “  a  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Barnard  and 
Mr.  M’Meens,  further  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting  after  the 
word  “  voting”  in  the  second  line,  these  words,  “  in  the  manner  pre¬ 
scribed  in  the  foregoing  section and  in  the  tenth  line,  by  inserting 
after  the  word  “  vote”  these  words  “  as  aforesaid — which  was 
agreed  to. — Page  485 

And  on  the  question,  will  the  Senate  agree  to  the  section  as  amended ? 
— the  "Yeas  and  Nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Groves  and  Mr.  Wuets, 
were  as  follow: — 

Yeas. — Allshouse,  Barnard,  Duncan,  Eichelberger,  Groves,  Hen¬ 
derson,  Herrington,  Markley,  Orr,  Robertson,  SHULZE,  W.  R, 
Smith,  Wurts,  Marks,  Speaker — 14. 

Nays. — Brewster,  Cadwallader,  Conyngham,  Dewart,  Fry,  Hill, 
'Mann,  M’Meens,  Power,  R  Smith,  St.  Clair,  Winter — 12. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Sections  Four  to  Six  inclusive,  were  agreed  to: — they  were  as  fol¬ 
low: — 

Sect.  4  or  5. — “  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Sfc.  That  in  case  of  any 
“  vacancy  in  the  board  of  trustees,  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise, 
“  it  shall  and  maybe  lawful  for  the  said  board  to  supply  the  vacancy 
w  until  the  next  annual  election.” 

Sect.  5  or  6. — “  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Sfc.  That  the  treasurer 
“  appointed  by  the  board  of  trustees,  shall  give  such  security  as  may 
be  satisfactory  to  them  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties.” 
Sect.  Six  or  Seven,  was  as  follows: — 

Sect.  6  or  7. — •“  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Sec.  That  so  much  of 
“  the  Act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  as  is  hereby  altered  or  sup- 
“  plied,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.” 

The  adoption  of  this  section  would  have  closed  the  business  in  the 
Senate  as  far  as  the  moulding  of  the  Bill,  was  concerned: — and  those 
who  were  disposed  to  quiet  the  troubles,  without  meddling  with  the 
faith  or  discipline  of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  and  to  restore  “  peace  and 
safety ”  to  the  community  of  Philadelphia,  without  impairing  the 
rights  of  a  single  individual,  would  doubtless,  have  enacted  it  into 
a  law.  Had  such  been  the  case,  no  candid  and  reflecting  man,  re¬ 
viewing  the  decided  and  signal  votes  given  by  Mr.  Shulze,  could 
doubt  the  disposition  and  principles  upon  which  he  acted.  But,  they 
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were  destined  (o  still  farther  and  more  striking  illustration : — they 
were  destined  to  be  exhioited,  in  opposition  to  most  of  his  political 
friends,  and  as  the  steadj  convictions  of  his  impartial  feeling  and 
discriminating  mind. 

Section  Seven  being  under  consideration,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Brewster,  to  postpone  the  same,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  introducing  the  following: — 

Sect.  7  — “  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  a  trustee  in  the  said 
“congregation  worshipping  at  St.  Mary’s  Church,  who  is  not  a  citi - 
“zen  O'  the  United  States,  or  «,f  this  State,  or  who  has  declared  his 
“  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  agreeably  to  the 
“Acts  of  Congress:— Irovided,  however,  that  no  person  who  has 
“so  declared  his  intention,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  trustee, 

.  “  unless  he  continues  thereafter  to  reside  in  the  United  States,  nor 
“unless  after  the  period  prescribed  by  law  to  entitle  him  to  citizen- 
“  ship,  he  is  actually  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.” 

Upon  this  occasion,  Mr.  Shulze  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
in  substance,  as  follows: — 

“  Having  been  a  member  of  the  committee,  (he  said)  by  whom  this  ’ 
“Bill  was  reported,  and  not  having  uniformly  coincided  in  opinion 
“  with  the  majority  of  that  committee,  it  may  be  expected  that  l  should, 
“give  some  explanation  of  my  reasons,  as  well  as  for  what  I  have  al- 
“  ready  done,  as  for  what  I  am  about  to  do  upon  this  particular  ques- 
“  tion. 

“  1  disclaim,  Mr.  Speaker,  any  connection  with,  or  the  least  par- 
“  tiality  towards,  either  of  the  parties  into  which  this  congregation  is 
“  unhappily  divided.  They  were  all  alike  strangers  to  me  per- 
“  sonally,  until  the  performance  of  my  duties  as  a  member  of  this 
“  body  necessarily  made  me  acquainted  with  some  individuals,  on 
“  both  sides.  For  all  the  purposes,  however,  of  pure  and  conscientious 

legislation,  1  know  them  only  as  a  respectable  religious  corpora¬ 
tion,  entitled  to  our  protection,  and,  at  this  time,  peculiarly  requir- 
“  ing  it. 

“  Whatever  may  be  our  private  opinions  upon  points  of  Church 
“  Government,  this  is  not  the  place,  nor  ought  we  constitutionally  here, 
“to  express  and  enforce  them.  That  is  a  subject  which  we  cannot 
“  with  propriety,  touch  upon,  directly  nor  indirectly.  We  shouldj 
“  therefore,  carefully  avoid  prejudicing  the  cause  of  either,  party  in 
“this  controversy,  by  anv  regulation  which  must  operate  exclusively 
“  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  other.  We  must  do  justice  to 
“  both,  strictly  and  uniformly;  and  while  we  strive  to  reform  their 
“  mere  political  organization,  we  must  leave  them  ultimately  to  set- 
“  tie  their  differences  among  themselves.  Let  us  not  diminish  one 
“of  their  rights  as  a  corporation,  nor  one  of  their  rights  as  individu- 
“  als — our  single  aim  should  be  to  enable  them,  each  and  all,  to  enjoy 
“those  rights,  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  themselves,  and  com- 
“  patibly  with  the  peace  and  safety  of  others. 
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“It  was  staled  to  the  Senate,  that  the  first  section  of  the  Bill  re? 
“  ported  by  the  committee  might  be  an  infringement  of  the  faith, 
“and  an  interference  with  the  discipline  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
“  Mich  .nay  not  be  the  fact.  Its  me  tiling  and  operation  may  be  mis- 
“understood.  But,  for  my  part,  I  thought  it  sufficiently  doubtful  to 
“induce  me  to  oppose  it's  passage,  and  l  accordingly  voted  against 
“it.  Upon  a  similar  principle,  I  was  in  favor  of  the  introduction  of 
“  the  section  offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Philadelphia  (Mr. 
“  Wurts  and  Mr  Robertson)  by  which  the  right  to  vote  out  of  the 
“pews  erected  on  the  20th  ot  March,  1821,  has  been  left  to  be  deci- 
“cled  by  a  Court  of  Justice.  And  i  am  now,  sir,  pursuing  the  same 
“motive  and  reason,  in  opposing  the  section  under  consideration. 

“  The  section  is  in  effect  the  same  with  the  first  which  we  rejected. 
“  By  requiring  the  trustees  of  the  congregation  to  be  citizens  of  the 
“  United  States,  we  shall  exclude  from  that  body  the  clerical  gentle- 
“  men  who  have  heretofore  formed  a  part  of  it;  for  it  is  perfectly  well 
“known  to  us  all  that  these  clerical  gentlemen  are  not  citizens;  and 
“  it  is  understood  by  us  all,  that  agreeably  to  the  present  arrange- 
“  ment  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  this  country,  many,  if  not 
“most  of  its  clergy  are  foreigners.  This  section  might,  therefore, 
“  materially  affect  the  discipline  of  people  of  this  persuasion;  and, 
“  not  considering  it  essential  to  the  attainment  of  the  ouject  we  have 
“  in  view,  I  cannot  consent  to  its  adoption. 

“  ff’he  other  provisions  of  the  bill,  1  am  informed,  are  not  objected 
“  to  by  either  party.  They  are  indeed,  perfectly  harmless.  They 
“  do  not,  and  cannot,  impair  any  civil  or  religious  right.  It  would 
“be  highly  unreasonable  to  oppose  what  is  so  obviously  required  for 
“  the  peace  of  this  congregation  and  for  the  safety  and  happiness  of 
“  their  fellow-citizens.  And  I  shall,  therefore.,  vote  very  cheerfully, 
“for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  provided  the  section  now  offered  be  kept 
“  out  of  it.” 

On  the  question  being  put  as  to  the  section  thus  proposed,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr  Wurts,  and  ar© 
as  follows: 

Fins. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Brewster,  Couyngham,  Frey,  Groves, 
Hill,  Me  inn,  M  Meens,  R  Smith,  St.  Clair,  Winter,  Marks,  speak¬ 
er  —12 

Nays — Messrs.  Allshouse,  Cadwallader,  Dewart,  Duncan,  Ei- 
chelberger,  Evster,  Feger,  Henderson,  Herrington.  Markley,  Orr, 
Po  wer,  Robertson,  Shulze,  W.  R.  Smith,  Wurts — 16. 

So  f  was  determined  in  the  negative.  Page  486. 

This  Bill,  having  thus  gone  through  all  the  critical  improvements 
of  which  it  was  deemed  susceptible,  either  in  language  or  principle, 
was  duly  transcribed  for  n  third  reading ,  and  on  the  18t/i  of  March , 
1823,  teas  passed  by  the  Senate,  in  the  precise  form  in  which  it  is 
annexed  to  this  pamphlet,  and  ordered  to  be  presented  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence.  See  pages  489,  42@, 
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On  the  22 d  of  March,  1823,  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  returned  it,  among  others,  with  the  information  that  that  body 
had  passed  it  without  amendments.  Page  512. 

CM  the2-ith  of  March,  1823,  Mr.  Henderson  from  the  committee 
to  compare  bills  and  present  them  to  the  Governor  for  his  approbation, 
made  report,  that  in  conjunstion  with  a  similar  committee  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  they  had  compared  and  had  presented  this 
among  o  hers  to  the  Governor  for  his  approbation.  Page  517. 

And  on  the  21th  oj  March  1823,  the  Bill  was  returned  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  with  his  negative,  and  a  message  containing  his  objections; 
upon  being  re-considered,  the  constitutional  number  o (two-thirds  did 
not  vote  for  it,  and  it  thus  finally  failed.  Page  575. 

Having  completed  the  design  with  which  I  i*egan — having  faith¬ 
fully  stated  the  conduct  of  John  Andrew  Shulze,  as  respects  the 
Charter  of  St.  Mary’s  Ch  rch,  I  ask  the  republicans  of  Pennsylvania 
to  reflect  upon  it  seriously  and  without  prejudice,  and  to  do  unto 
him,  his  motives,  and  his  character,  the  justice  which,  were  the  case 
theirs,  they  would  wish  others  to  do  unto  them.  That  he  may  have 
erred  even  in  the  candid,  conscientious,  and  constitutional  course  he 
took,  many  on  both  side*  of  this  delicate  and  important  question  will 
probably  think — but  that  his  course  teas  candid,  was  conscientious, 
and  was  constitutional,  no  man  who  has  the  fairness  to  examine  and 
the  sense  to  understand  it,  can  honestly  deny. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  hope,  and  I  therefore  do  not  indulge  the 
wish,  to  make  acknowledged  converts  of  federalists ,  upon  this  their 
main  ground  of  attack  upon  the  democratic  candidate  lor  the  office 
of  Governor.  I  have  laboured,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  undeceive 
those  well  meaning  republicans ,  whose  very  virtues  of  unsuspecting 
integrity  and  manly  confidence  have  made  them  too  ea»v  victims  to 
the  arts  of  misrepresentation.  If  I  shall  be  unsuccessful,  the  failure 
must  rather  be  ascribed  to  my  want  of  abilities,  than  to  any  weakness 
in  the  unvarnished  story  I  have  told: — If  I  shall  accomplish  my  ob¬ 
ject,  nothing  more  will  be  manifested  than  tee  power  of  truth  upon 
upright  minds- — and  may  this  be  for  ever  exhibited  in  the  conduct 
of  my  countrymen!  9 
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Copv  of  the  Bill,  as  it  passed  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  and  was  rejected  by  the  Governor. 

(See  Journal  oj  Senate,  page  564  ) 

AN  ACT 

Supplementary  to  an  Act,  entitled,  “  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  religious  Society  of  Roman  Catholics,  belonging  to  the 
congregation  of  St.  Mary's  Church-  in  the  Citv  of  Philadelphia, 
passed  (he  13th  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  ” 

Sect  1. —  fie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  ot  the  same.  That  an  election  for 
trustees  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Society  worshipping  at  the  Church 
of  St.  Mary’s,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  Mav,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and  on  the  t.rst 
Monday  in  May  in  each  succeeding  year,  befween  the  hours  of  eight 
A.  M  and  six  P.  M.  at  such  place  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  as 
the  board  of  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  direc*: — whereof  pub¬ 
lic  notice  shall  be  given  from  the  pulpit  of  St  Mary’s  Church,  on 
the  morning  of  the  Sunday  previous  to  the  day  of  holding  the  elec-  < 
tion: — and  the  election  shall  be  conducted  under  such  regulations  as 
the  said  trustees  for  the  time  being,  shall  prescribe.  The  Judges 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  members  of  the  congregation,  qualified  to 
vote  for  trustees,  and  who  may  be  assembled  at  the  hour  for  opening 
the  election;  which  Judges  shall  receive  the  votes  at  everv  such 
election,  and  shall,  previous  to  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  such 
dutv,  be  duly  sworn  or  affirmed  before  an  Alderman  or  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  to  couduct  the  election  with  fairness  and  impartia¬ 
lity 

AND  WHEREAS,  difficulties  have  occurred  in  the  election  of 
trustees,  under  the  Act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  by  reason  of 
pew-holders  transferring  to  persons  who  are  not  actual  members  of  t.ie 
congregation,  the  right  to  seats,  for  the  sole  puroose  of  enabling  them 
to  vote  at  said  election ,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
said  Act,  for  remedy  whereof,  and  that  the  said  elections  mav  in  fu¬ 
ture  be  held  according  to  the  spirit  and  in  ention  of  said  Act: — 

Sect.  2  —  dad  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That 
everv  member  of  said  congregation,  of  lawful  age,  actually  holding 
a  pew  or  part  of  a  pew,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  and  who  have  so  held  the  same,  for  at  least  three  months  i  u- 
mediately  preceding  any  election  for  trustees,  the  rent  whereof  shad 
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iaot  be  in  arrears  more  than  six  mon’bs,  and  whose  names  as  bold¬ 
ing  a  pew  or  part  of  a  pew,  are  registered  in  the  books  of  the  cor-' 
potation,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  trus’ees,  if  a  male,  in  person, 
and  if  an  unmarried  female,  by  an  agent  duly  constituted  in  writing 
under  band  and  s«  al,  and  attested  by  two  credible  witnesses.  Pro¬ 
vided  i:oi< ever.  That  if  the  vote  of  ant  person  shall  be  objected  to, 
as  not  being  an  actual  pew-holder,  the  Judges  of  the  election  are 
berebv  authorised  and  required  to  administer  to  every  st  ch  person,  an 
oath  or  affirmation  before  being  entitled  to  vote,  that  he  or  she  is  tru¬ 
ly,  actually,  and  bona  fide  the  holder  of  a  pew  or  part  of  a  pew, 
and  that  the  same  was  not  transferred  or  made  over  to  enable  such 
person  to  vote  for  trustees,  and  every  person  who  shall  be  convicted 
of  swearing  or  affirming  falsely  in  the  premises,  shall  be  subject  to 
all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjurv. 

Sect.  3  — .  hid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That 
this  Act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  either  admit  any  person  to 
vote,  or  to  prevent  any  person  from  voting,  in  the  manner  pre¬ 
scribed  in  the  foregoing  seel  ion,  w  ho  now  holds  or  may  hereafter 
hold  any  pew  or  part  of  a  pew,  erected  in  the  said  church  of  St.  Ma- 
rv’s,  subsequent  to  the  twentieth  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one.  Hut  the  riyht  of  such  person  or  persons  to 
vote  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  judged  of  and  determined,  as  if  this  act  had 
never  been  passed. 

Sect.  4  — And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That 
the  business  of  the  corpora’ ion  shall  be  transacted  by  the  trustees  in 
office,  at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  until  the  close  of  the  first  elec¬ 
tion  heriin  directed  to  be  held-. 

Se'T.  5. — And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That 
in  ease  of  any  vacancy  in  the  board  of  trustees,  bv  death,  resignation 
or  otherwise,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  board  to  supply 
the  vacancy,  until  the  next  annual  election. 

Sect  6  — And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  '1  hat 
the  Treasurer  appointed  by  the  board  of  trustees,  shall  give  such  se¬ 
curity  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  them,  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  duties. 

Sect  7. — And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That 
so  much  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  as  is  hereby  altered 
or  supplied,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

JOShPH  LAWRHNCE.  Speaker 

of  the  Bouse  of  Representatives. 

WILLIAM  MARKS,  June. 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


